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Ingredients:
· Half an hour, every day.
· Quiet, so you focus on yourself and on God;
· Prayer, worship, thanksgiving, as your response to God
· Word, so you can ponder His truth
· Life, people and events, so you are aware of Him in these situations

Method:
· Time – a fixed time when you are unlikely to be interrupted is best but more important is to actually start having such a time with God.
· Quiet – A simple method is to be quiet until you are aware you are in God’s presence before you start to respond to Him.
· Word – Read and be familiar with what is said. Meditate on the Word: “What does it say?” “What does it mean?” “How should I respond?” You may use the questions to help you or set them aside.
· Life – Use the time to also be aware of the things that are happening, inside you and around you. Bring these before God and speak to Him.




Monday and Tuesday

ZECHARIAH 3:1-4

Time alone with God is a conversation: You share with God what is on your mind (Step 1), listen to him speak to you (Step 2) and finally respond to him (Step 3). Do this over two days if you can. It is helpful to write down your thoughts and prayers and keep it as a journal. The questions in Further Thoughts are meant to help you reflect on the passage. If they are too difficult or not helpful, ignore them.

Step 1:	Take time to be quiet so you can focus on your time alone with God. Recall and briefly write down any significant things that happened or occupied you the past day. Share with God what you thought or felt. Pray also for those he has laid on your heart.  


Step 2:	Read ZECHARIAH 3:1-4. Write down what you think the passage is about, or just pick a verse or sentence that is meaningful, and explain why it is meaningful to you. Feel free to use the questions in “Further Thoughts” to help you think over the text.


Step 3:	What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.


Further Thoughts
These questions are intended to help you think and reflect on the text, rather than elicit specific answers. Please don’t chase after “correct” answers but let the questions open your mind to the issues that the text touches on. If the questions don’t help, leave them.

1. “Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the Lord, and Satan standing at his right side to accuse him.” This is a vision that Zechariah received about Joshua the high priest who was one of the key leaders during the rebuilding of the Temple after the Exile. Why would Satan accuse him? What is his goal?


2. The Lord said to Satan, “The Lord rebuke you, Satan! The Lord, who has chosen Jerusalem, rebuke you! Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?” Instead of listening to Satan, the Lord rebuked him. It is implied that the accusations were not without merit yet the Lord rebuked Satan rather than Joshua. Why? What is the significance of the last statement?


3. Now Joshua was dressed in filthy clothes as he stood before the angel. The angel said to those who were standing before him, “Take off his filthy clothes.” Then he said to Joshua, “See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put fine garments on you.” Instead of being condemned and thrown back into the fire, Joshua was cleansed of his filth and clean garments were promised him, beginning with a clean turban for his head. What do you think it means?


4. In this vision, Joshua was saved from the fire and even though his filth (sin) remained, they were removed and fine garments were promised. When we are saved the guilt of our sin is no longer taken into account and we must not (as God does not) allow Satan to burden us with our past. What do you think?







Wednesday and Thursday

ZECHARIAH 3:5-7

Time alone with God is a conversation: You share with God what is on your mind (Step 1), listen to him speak to you (Step 2) and finally respond to him (Step 3). Do this over two days if you can. It is helpful to write down your thoughts and prayers and keep it as a journal. Ignore the questions in Further Thoughts if they are too difficult or not helpful.

Step 1:	Take time to be quiet so you can focus on your time alone with God. Recall and briefly write down any significant things that happened or occupied you the past day. Share with God what you thought or felt. Pray also for those he has laid on your heart.  


Step 2:	Read ZECHARIAH 3:5-7. Write down what you think the passage is about, or just pick a verse or sentence that is meaningful, and explain why it is meaningful to you. Feel free to use the questions in “Further Thoughts” to help you think over the text.


Step 3:	What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.


Further Thoughts
These questions are intended to help you think and reflect on the text, rather than elicit specific answers. Please don’t chase after “correct” answers but let the questions open your mind to the issues that the text touches on. If the questions don’t help, leave them.

1. Then I said, “Put a clean turban on his head.” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him, while the angel of the Lord stood by. It is interesting that the process of giving Joshua new garments began with his head (note that at this point he was naked). What do you think it implies?


2. The angel of the Lord gave this charge to Joshua: “This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘If you will walk in obedience to me and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here.’” This then is the new mind that Joshua was to practise: Walk in obedience to God and keep his requirements. The simplest way to define these instructions would be Jesus’ summary of the Law: Love God with your all; love your neighbour as yourself. The most easy way to capture the requirements of God would be the 10 commandments. In other words, the new life of a person saved by God is to be shaped by these clear instructions. What do you think? What defines your own life as a Christian?





[bookmark: _heading=h.t07l0vqir29c]Friday and Saturday

ZECHARIAH 3:8-10

Time alone with God is a conversation: You share with God what is on your mind (Step 1), listen to him speak to you (Step 2) and finally respond to him (Step 3). Do this over two days if you can. It is helpful to write down your thoughts and prayers and keep it as a journal. Ignore the questions in Further Thoughts if they are too difficult or not helpful.

Step 1:	Take time to be quiet so you can focus on your time alone with God. Recall and briefly write down any significant things that happened or occupied you the past day. Share with God what you thought or felt. Pray also for those he has laid on your heart.  


Step 2:	Read ZECHARIAH 3:8-10. Write down what you think the passage is about, or just pick a verse or sentence that is meaningful, and explain why it is meaningful to you. Feel free to use the questions in “Further Thoughts” to help you think over the text.


Step 3:	What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.


Further Thoughts
These questions are intended to help you think and reflect on the text, rather than elicit specific answers. Please don’t chase after “correct” answers but let the questions open your mind to the issues that the text touches on. If the questions don’t help, leave them.

1. “Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your associates seated before you, who are men symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, the Branch. See, the stone I have set in front of Joshua! There are seven eyes on that one stone, and I will engrave an inscription on it,” says the Lord Almighty. Who do you think “my servant, the Branch” is referring to? The inscribed stone is like a promise set in stone. All of this points to a future truth that will validate what had gone before, the salvation and removal of sin and guilt of Joshua. What is the significance of this servant in this context?


2. “And I will remove the sin of this land in a single day. In that day each of you will invite your neighbor to sit under your vine and fig tree,” declares the Lord Almighty. What is the outcome of that day? What do you think happened on that day?


3. What do you think it means that Joshua would invite his neighbour to sit under his tree?




Sunday

[bookmark: _heading=h.p8jgck3g3u7p]SALVATION AND REDEMPTION

“Is not this man a burning stick snatched from the fire?”
This is who we all were: sticks destined for the fire.
Yet when we are saved by the sacrifice of our Lord Jesus, our status changes in God’s eyes. Satan wants to keep us in his grip but God would have none of it. Our Lord Jesus has snatched us away and has made all the difference.
Note that Joshua contributed nothing to the whole process. He is the greatest beneficiary because he deserved to be despised for his filth and yet God deigned to remove his filth and cleanse him. 
“See, I have taken away your sin, and I will put fine garments on you.”
The fine garments is a promise for the future but for a start, a clean turban for his head. As Paul tells us in Romans 12, “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
The path forward is simple and clear: “If you will walk in obedience to me and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here.” This is how we will gain fine garments.
So what does it mean to walk in obedience? The simplest answer is from Jesus: Love the Lord your God and love your neighbour as yourself. What does it mean to walk in righteousness? At the very least, conform to the positive goals of the 10 commandments. We are not to take life away, let us restore and build lives; we are not to steal, let us be generous instead; we are not to commit adultery, let us love our families and commit to their joy; we are not to slander our neighbour, let us highlight their good points; we are not to covet, let us be content.
This is the Christian path. Let us do our best to walk in it.
“If you will walk in obedience to me and keep my requirements, then you will govern my house and have charge of my courts, and I will give you a place among these standing here.”

1. Review the answers/thoughts you wrote down in the past week. Read the short sharing above. Does it add anything to your own thoughts?


2. What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.
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