TIME ALONE WITH GOD


Ingredients:
· Half an hour, every day.
· Quiet, so you focus on yourself and on God;
· Prayer, worship, thanksgiving, as your response to God
· Word, so you can ponder His truth
· Life, people and events, so you are aware of Him in these situations

Method:
· Time – a fixed time when you are unlikely to be interrupted is best but more important is to actually start having such a time with God.
· Quiet – A simple method is to be quiet until you are aware you are in God’s presence before you start to respond to Him.
· Word – Read and be familiar with what is said. Meditate on the Word: “What does it say?” “What does it mean?” “How should I respond?” You may use the questions to help you or set them aside.
· Life – Use the time to also be aware of the things that are happening, inside you and around you. Bring these before God and speak to Him.




Monday and Tuesday

JOSHUA 5:13-15

Remember this is your time alone with God. It is a time to tell God what is on your mind (thinking back over the past day), listen to him speak to you (reading and meditating on a bible passage), and finally, to respond to him (prayer). The questions are there to help you do this. Ignore them if they do not help. If your time is limited, I suggest that you don’t do everything in one go but spread them over the two days.

1. Take time to be quiet so you can focus on your time alone with God. Recall and briefly write down any significant things that happened or occupied you the past day. Share with God what you thought or felt. Pray also for those he has laid on your heart.  


2. Read JOSHUA 5:13-15. Write down what you think the passage is about and what it says to you. Feel free to use the questions in “Further Thoughts” to help you think over the text.


3. What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.


Further Thoughts

1. Now when Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in front of him with a drawn sword in his hand. Joshua went up to him and asked, “Are you for us or for our enemies?” “Neither,” he replied, “but as commander of the army of the Lord I have now come.” This is a strange meeting and there are no further details. What do you think is the message to Joshua?


2. Then Joshua fell facedown to the ground in reverence, and asked him, “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so. Who do you think this “commander of the Lord’s army” represents? Why do you say so?


3. Why would “the commander of the Lord’s army” make an appearance at this point?







Wednesday and Thursday

JOSHUA 6:1-14

Remember this is your time alone with God. It is a time to tell God what is on your mind (thinking back over the past day), listen to him speak to you (reading and meditating on a bible passage), and finally, to respond to him (prayer). The questions are there to help you do this. Ignore them if they do not help. If your time is limited, I suggest that you don’t do everything in one go but spread them over the two days.

1. Take time to be quiet so you can focus on your time alone with God. Recall and briefly write down any significant things that happened or occupied you the past day. Share with God what you thought or felt. Pray also for those he has laid on your heart. 


2. Read JOSHUA 6:1-14. Write down what you think the passage is about and what it says to you. Feel free to use the questions in “Further Thoughts” to help you think over the text.


3. What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.


Further Thoughts

1. “Then the Lord said to Joshua, “See, I have delivered Jericho into your hands, along with its king and its fighting men.” We can easily read this as a continuation of the conversation between Joshua and “the commander of the Lord’s Army”. This is going to be God’s fight, for Joshua to see and take in. Do you think this is how it will be for us as well, that God will take the lead in our fight to claim the blessings of the New Covenant as Christians?


2. So Joshua son of Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant of the Lord and have seven priests carry trumpets in front of it.” And he ordered the army, “Advance! March around the city, with an armed guard going ahead of the ark of the Lord.” This is clearly not a military exercise but a religious ceremony but Joshua carried out God’s instructions faithfully and so did his men. Why do you think they are so obedient? Do you similarly trust in God’s commands or are you the type who will pick and choose and do what seems good to you and trust your own instincts?


3.  “They did this for six days” … with nothing to show. Would you have been so trusting? What would make the difference to the way you respond to God’s initiatives?




[bookmark: _heading=h.t07l0vqir29c]Friday and Saturday

JOSHUA 6:15-27

Remember this is your time alone with God. It is a time to tell God what is on your mind (thinking back over the past day), listen to him speak to you (reading and meditating on a bible passage), and finally, to respond to him (prayer). The questions are there to help you do this. Ignore them if they do not help. If your time is limited, I suggest that you don’t do everything in one go but spread them over the two days.

1. Take time to be quiet so you can focus on your time alone with God. Recall and briefly write down any significant things that happened or occupied you during the past day. Share with God what you thought or felt. Pray also for those he has laid on your heart.


2. Read JOSHUA 6:15-27. Write down what you think the passage is about and what it says to you. Feel free to use the questions in “Further Thoughts” to help you think over the text. 


3. What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.


Further Thoughts

1. “Shout! For the Lord has given you the city! The city and all that is in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Only Rahab the prostitute and all who are with her in her house shall be spared, because she hid the spies we sent. But keep away from the devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by taking any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruction and bring trouble on it. All the silver and gold and the articles of bronze and iron are sacred to the Lord and must go into his treasury.” Joshua proclaims that the whole city and everything in it are to be devoted to the Lord. Devoted things could therefore be everything in the city because the city has been devoted to God and should be destroyed. Only valuables go to God’s treasury. The other possibility could be valuable articles that have been offered to gods. What do you think is the significance of these instructions?


2. “ When the trumpets sounded, the army shouted, and at the sound of the trumpet, when the men gave a loud shout, the wall collapsed; so everyone charged straight in, and they took the city.” Clearly it was a miracle. Why did God choose to fight Israel’s first battle in the Promised Land in this way?


3. “They devoted the city to the Lord and destroyed with the sword every living thing in it—men and women, young and old, cattle, sheep and donkeys.” There was a complete slaughter as a result of the city being “devoted to the Lord”. What do you think is the significance? Why would God desire such unmerciful destruction? What can you learn about God from this?
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THE HOLY GOD

The commander of the Lord’s army replied, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy.” And Joshua did so.
Joshua was already prostrate, face down to the ground in reverence; he was in an attitude of submission, asking “What message does my Lord have for his servant?” Yet, before anything else, came the instruction to recognise that the Presence of the Lord requires holiness and Joshua was to remove his sandals; and Joshua did so.
The core meaning of the word “holy” is “set apart” or “consecrated”. It does not directly mean “pure or sinless or righteous” as we often understand it; after all, the ground cannot be pure or sinless. It is, however, no longer merely “ground” because God is there and so Joshua was asked to remove his sandals. Perhaps the simplest meaning we can draw from this is that we must recognise God as someone beyond who we are, beyond anything in all of Creation—the “otherness” of God—and even though it is merely symbolic, we need to express our unworthiness to be there.
The moment we do so, the context takes on a much deeper meaning: we are creatures, in the presence of the Creator.
It is in this context that we understand the slaughter that ensued. It has been ingrained in us after centuries of barbaric wars and cruelty that life is sacred and we must not kill. In fact this is a command enshrined in the decalogue. 
But God is not man and as the Creator who gives life, he also takes life away that offends him. We are told, again and again, that God abhors the depths of depravity that man is capable of, to the degree that there is nothing else but to cull in order to stem the slide down to the depths. When bird flu infects a farm, the authorities do not hesitate to kill the animal life and even burn the carcasses. God had judged the people of Canaan and has described their sin as even intolerable to the land “Even the land was defiled; so I punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants.” (Leviticus 18:25).
Is there any reason to use the Israelites as the sword of judgement? I believe so, because they now know first hand what it means to turn aside from their identity as God’s people.
Joshua said to the people, “You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive your rebellion and your sins. If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you and make an end of you, after he has been good to you.” (Joshua 24:19-20)


1. Review the answers/thoughts you wrote down in the past week. Read the short sharing above. Does it add anything to your own thoughts?


2. What is God saying to you? Write down a prayer in response.
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